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a different title. I mean societies in- 
tended to perform the fundamental char- 
itable work of a growing city. Thirty 
years ago there were not more than 20 
such societies in the United States; now 
there are. 262, not all of them, to be 
sure, efficiently organized, not all of 
them adequately performing the func- 
tions to which I refer, but all of them 
directed toward the same ideal. They 
would have increased without any en- 
couragement from outside, but they never 
would have increased to such an extent, 
nor would so many of them now be effi- 
cient, without the propagandist effort to 
which I refer. Take another line of 
development, the playground movement, 
with which many of you are familiar. 
It is very recent. It is quite widespread. 
It is a movement in which almost every- 
one who has any philanthropic interest 
at heart is aiding. It may not be gen- 
erally known that this movement has 
been stimulated and directed by just 
such a missionary effort as I speak of. 
School playground organizers have gone 
around the country to cities where there 
has begun to be some interest in the es- 
tablishment of a playground; they have 
met those who were interested; they 
have told them what has been done in 
other cities; they have told them what 
they thought might be done in their own 
city. The result has been simply mar- 
velous. What can be done on the lines 
of philanthropy can be done equally well 
on the lines of art. Therefore, I do wish 
to emphasize the importance of small 
Art Museums in our smaller cities, and 
the opportunity for a concerted effort to 
increase them." 

The topic of the establishment of Art 
Museums has proved of such general in- 
terest that one session of the coming 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Arts will be devoted to this subject. 

Reprints of Mr. de Forest's address, 
for distribution to local newspapers or 
for propaganda work, may be secured by 
communicating with the Editor of the 
American Art Annual, Miss Florence N. 
Levy, at 215 West 57th Street, New 
York City. 



THE CONVENTION 

The Fourth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Arts is to be 
held in Washington, D. C, May 15th 
and 16th. The first session will open at 
10 o'clock the morning of the 15th with 
an address by the President, Mr. Robert 
W. de Forest, which will be followed by 
the reports of the Secretary and Treas- 
urer, and ten-minute addresses by repre- 
sentatives of other National Organiza- 
tions. 

The afternoon session will be devoted 
to the subject of "Art Museums." The 
first paper will be "An Historical Retro- 
spect," dealing with art museums in this 
country and abroad. The second paper 
will be on "A Small Museum" and is 
to be given by Mrs. George W. Stevens, 
Assistant Director of the Toledo Museum 
of Art. The third paper will be on 
"Small Museums as Adjuncts to Other 
Institutions, Libraries, Schools, Col- 
leges, etc.," and will be given by Pro- 
fessor Frank Jewett Mather, Jr., Mar- 
quand Professor of Art and Archeology, 
Princeton University. These will be fol- 
lowed by general discussion, ten minutes 
being allowed each speaker. 

Through the courtesy of the Commit- 
tee on the Development of Washington, 
of the Washington Chamber of Com- 
merce, after the afternoon session the 
delegates and their friends will be af- 
forded an opportunity to take an auto- 
mobile ride through the park system of 
Washington and to view what has al- 
ready been done, and what has been pro- 
jected, for the artistic development of 
the city. 

There will be a reception for the dele- 
gates in the evening, either at the Cor- 
coran Gallery of Art, or at the National 
Art Gallery. 

The morning session, May 16th, will 
be given over to the general topic of 
"Industrial Art." The first paper, which 
will be given by Mr. Ralph Adams Cram, 
will deal with "The Relation of Indus- 
trial Art to the Fine Arts." The second 
paper to be given by Mr. C. Howard 
Walker will be on "The Relation of In- 
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dustrial Arts to Manufactures." These 
will also be followed by general discus- 
sions. 

The afternoon session will be given 
over to general business, the revision of 
the constitution, the election of officers 
for the ensuing year, etc. 

Through the courtesy and kindness 
of the President and Mrs. Wilson the 
delegates and their friends will be re- 
ceived at a Garden Party at the White 
House, following the afternoon session. 

There will be another reception for 
the delegates in the evening, the place 
and time to be announced later. 

The sessions will be held in the ball 
room on the top floor of the New Willard 
Hotel. 

Luncheon will be served, to the dele- 
gates only, in a room near the ball room, 
on both days. 

NOTES 
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and manual 
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The Eastern Art and 
Manual Training Teach- 
ers' Association held 
its fourth annual meet- 
„„„„„„ ing March 20th, 21st 
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and 22d in New York 
City. The sessions were at the meeting 
house of the Ethical Culture Society, 
and nearly a thousand teachers were in 
attendance. The opening address was 
by Dr. William H. Maxwell, New York's 
City Superintendent of Schools, who 
urged a clear definition of art and 
manual training so as to do away with 
the idea on the part of the public that 
they are fads. Dr. Felix Adler, leader 
of the Ethical Culture Society, made a 
special plea for the recognition of the 
human factor and warned teachers 
against becoming so much interested in 
a system of teaching as to lose sight 
of the individual traits of the child. 
The president, Alvin E. Dodd of Boston, 
was in the chair. 

Friday morning's session was under 
the direction of Arthur D. Dean, Chief 



of the Vocational Schools of New York 
State. The topics discussed were the 
International Congress on Art Teaching; 
State Aid for Industrial Art Education, 
and Methods of the Modern Art School. 
On Saturday, T. D. Sensor of the New 
Jersey State Department of Education, 
presided. Papers were read on Story 
Telling and Pageantry, The Teaching 
of Illustration, Adaptation of Manual 
Training to Community Needs, and 
School Decoration. Discussion followed. 

Each afternoon the convention divided 
into three sections representing art, 
manual training and household economy. 
The keynote of the discussions, in which 
many took part, was the immediate ap- 
plication to everyday life of the work in 
the three departments. 

An exhibition of school art and manual 
training was held simultaneously in the 
Twelfth Regiment Armory, a few blocks 
away. The floor space was fully occu- 
pied by exhibits from twenty-five schools 
sent by various schools in the East, and 
twenty-nine commercial exhibits. All the 
work showed the practical quality of the 
instruction. 

On Thursday evening over two hun- 
dred and fifty attended a banquet. Pro- 
fessor Frederick H. Sykes of Teachers' 
College, Columbia University, was toast- 
master. Edward Bok, editor of The 
Ladies' Home Journal, spoke on Ameri- 
can Fashions for American Women; 
Florence N. Levy, Secretary of the 
School Art League of New York, told 
of work being done through the co-opera- 
tion of the Art Museums with the Public 
Schools ; Henry Turner Bailey, Editor 
of the School Arts Magazine, described 
an Ideal Educational Museum, and 
Charles A. Prosser, Secretary of the 
National Society for the Promotion of 
Industrial Education, urged team work 
between the schools and the public. 

The election on Saturday afternoon 
resulted in the following officers to serve 
for one year: T. D. Sensor, of Trenton, 
N. J., President, and Morris Greenberg, 
of New York. Treasurer. 



